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planting of which we have record was at Bidwell in Butte
County in 1859. In a great many cases these early
plantings proved successful, and it was soon apparent
that areas of greater or less extent, suitable for the
growth of citrus fruits, existed in many scattered locations
all the way from San Diego in the south to Shasta County
in the north.
The commercial development of citrus culture may be
said to have begun with the completion of the Southern
Pacific Railroad's connections with the East. The Valley
line was completed in 1876 and the Southern line to New
Orleans in 1881. The exhibition of the first fruits of the
Washington Navel orange at Riverside gave another
impetus to citrus planting, but the greatest development
came with the completion of the Santa Fe's competing
line of railroad, which was opened up about 1885. The
first special train loaded exclusively with oranges left the
River Station, Los Angeles, February 14, 1886, for the
East via the Southern Pacific and Union Pacific Rail-
roads.
In February, 1879, what was probably the first of a series
of annual citrus fairs was held at Riverside. The differ-
ent citrus-growing communities of southern California
took great interest in these fairs, and the prizes together
with the prestige which they carried were vigorously
competed for. It was at these early citrus fairs that the
great superiority of the Washington Navel orange, the
history of which is given on another page, became appar-
ent. The climate and soil conditions in California proved
eminently suited to this variety of orange, which here at-
tained a perfection truly marvelous. The strong demand